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Correspondence relating to this application is enclosed. % 

The required fees are computed below. Please apply any charges 

not covered, or any credits, to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 

Total Claims 27 - 27 = 0 $0 

Independent 7 7 = 0 $0 

TOTAL FEE DUE $0 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: 7 /^ t ^^f^ 

Jartfes T. Hagler 
Reg. No. 40,631 

Fish & Richardson P.C. 
PTO Customer No. 20985 

4350 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 500 
San Diego, California 92122 
Telephone: (858) 678-5070 
Facsimile: (858) 67 8-5099 

10166524.doc 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL 
I hereby certify under 37 CFR §1.8 (a) that this 
correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first class mail 
with sufficient postage on the date indicated 
below and is addressed to the Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231. 
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RESPONSE c? 
The following comments are responsive to the January 4, 
2002 Office Action. Applicants respectfully request 1 ^^JP)€S^0n$f 
reconsideration of the application in view of the following A77^/OV^ 



comments . 



Response to the Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C §§ 102 and 103 
Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-15, 22-23, and 26-27 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 8-250745. 
Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-15, 22-23, and 26-27 are also rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 8-254686. 

The present application claims priority from Japanese 
Patent applications 7-86457 filed March 16, 1995 and 7-79708 
filed March 10, 1995. The cited art in the present office 
action are the laid-open publications of the priority Japanese 
applications. JP8-250745 is the laid-open publication of 
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application 7-79708 and JP8-254686 is the laid-open publication 
of application 7-86457. Applicants respectfully submit that the 
cited art are not applicable as prior art against the present 
application, and therefore respectfully request allowance of 
Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-15, 22-23, and 26-27. 



Summary 

In view of the above remarks, all of the claims should 
be in condition for allowance. A formal notice to that effect 
is respectfully solicited. 

Please apply any other charges or credits to Deposit 
Account No. 06-1050. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: z)l&fa~L 
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